WARTIME

payment. Confirmation was soon forthcoming that his,
American passport was forged, and another spy stood
facing a court martial on October 4. Curtis did his best,
but it was sufficient to prove that a man had been in
communication with a known spy address for him to be
convicted. The charge against Ries, indeed, was that
he had " done an act preparatory to the commission of
an act" prohibited by D.O.R.A., "namely, an act pre-
paratory to collecting information that might be useful
to the enemy." His refusal to give his correct name was
from an honourable motive, for he wished to save his
parents from the knowledge of his end. When he faced
the rifles, he provided evidence of his bravery. " You
are only doing your duty, as I did mine," he said, and
shook hands with every member of the firing-party.

Curtis-Bennett did not relish these briefs, and would
have evaded them if it had been possible. Always sen-
sitive to atmosphere, he shrank from the grim reality of
this phase of the War. He could not bring himself to
regard these blundering, doomed creatures as dangers to
the State, whom it was wise to do away with, and he was
not the type to perform his duty and forget. The days
of the executions he suffered acutely. But there was no
other .course open to him. And it is perhaps illustrative
of the attitude of the War Office that these spies were
given the free benefit of defence by one of the leading
counsel of the day.

Curtis-Bennett next defended, in October, 1915, a man
whose first trial resulted in a disagreement of the jury,
brought about by Curtis-Bennett's eloquence.

The prisoner was a British subject who was on a music-
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